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PRESIDENT: I th ink t hat a reconsideration motion is in
order at any time. Senator Nichol, the question is whether
we can continue discussion of the. ..past the half hour time?

SPEAKER NICHOL: No , Mr. President, I ' d s u ggest w e go o n

SENATOR HIGGINS: Th ank you, Mr. Pr e s i d e n t . Th ank you ,
Mr. Speaker .

PRESIDENT: I want to read the r ule he re , 7 ( b ) u n der Ru l e 7 .
Every motion to reconsider shall take preference over all
other questions except a motion to adjourn. Senator
H iggins .

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. President. Now I ' l l t e l l
you why I made that motion. When the o ri g i n a l m o ti o n c a me
up, as y o u k no w , 1 7 s e n a t o r s w e r e excused, some of them in
Executive Session Committees. I a l mos t l o st a l eg i s l at i v e
race because I was in Executive Session all last year on
Commonwealth Committee, but I thought it was an important
committee and that I should b e there to hear all t h e
testimony so that I could bring back the right information
to this body. And the reason I made this motion is because
there weren't but 25 or 27 senators here w hen the o r i g i n a l
motion wa made by Senator DeCamp. The only two people that
d scussed it were Senator Chambers a nd Senato r D eCamp and I
asked a couple of questions. I don't think there i s any o n e
cf us 49 that is unaware of the power of the press, whether
it be the written word o r th e s p o ke n wo r d a n d I would be
lying to you and to myself if I didn't say that some of us
have the fear of God in us when it. comes to the press. All
I wanted was for all o you to be here to be a ble t o exp r e s s
v our o wr . e e ' i ngs and t h os e cf you wno were i n Executive
Ses i o n == ' ; l d d c so now , nic e y ou , t oo , hav e s u c h a f e ar
o t he p : e . . d on ' t h av e that fear. I' ve dealt with
repousse;: tha hav e taxen s tories from me whom I thought
were l eg i i i ma r e , h one st men and women a n d w h er . t he p r e ss
talk about freedom of the press, I ' ve often said what they
are really talking about is freedom to repress. There is
more cutting and clipping of news stories in the editor' s
office than is ever done by a reporter. The e lectronic
media will tell you that they a re l i mi t ed t o t i me . I don ' t
know what the printed n ews media ' s r ea s o n i s , b u t I know
that I and m any other people have been dealt with very
unfairly in the press. I do n ' t a ccuse t h e r epo r t e r s . I

with other business.
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